
Lydbrook Primary School 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 
 

Introduction 
 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables 

them to fulfil their potential” (Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation 

Stage 2021) 

 
 

This policy is based on requirements set out in the 2021 statutory framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

 

Principles 
 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of their Reception Year. 
The EYFS is based upon four overarching principles: 

 

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident 

and self-assured 

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships 

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, 

who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. 

Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 

• Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates. (See “the 

characteristics of effective teaching and learning” at paragraph 1.15). The EYFS framework covers 

the education and care of all children in early year’s provision, including children with special 

educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 

 

Aims 
 

At Lydbrook Primary School, we believe that the Early Years framework builds the foundation for the rest 
of the child’s life. Therefore, all learning in our Foundation stage will be rewarding, enjoyable and will 
encourage children to practise, revise and consolidate acquired skills in a range of explorative and 
investigative ways. We want to develop a positive attitude towards learning and growing as a person. We 
aim to support every child in their wellbeing and achieving their potential by: 

 
• Providing a safe, challenging, stimulating, caring and sharing environment which is sensitive to the 

needs of all children. 
 

 
• Providing a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum that will set in place firm foundations 

for further learning and the transition into Key Stage 1 and beyond. 
 

• Using and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping each child to 
progress. We will use a variety of assessment methods, including on-going observations, guided 
and child-led activities and the use of the ‘Insight’ tracking tool. 

 

• Enabling choice and decision making, fostering independence and self-confidence. 

 
• Working in partnership with parents and guardians and value their contributions irrespective of 

ethnicity, culture, religion, home language, family background, learning difficulties, disabilities, 
            gender or ability. 
 

 



• Providing experiences for all children, whatever their needs, which are inclusive rather than parallel 

 

Learning and development 
 

Our Early Year’s setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the 2021 statutory framework of the EYFS. 
The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and  

inter-connected.  

 However, the 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and   
enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. 
 
Learning and development is characterised into 3 Prime areas of learning: 

· Personal, Social and Emotional development 

· Communication and Language 

· Physical development 

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 Specific areas of learning: 

· Literacy 

· Mathematics 
· Understanding the World 

· Expressive Arts and Design 

These areas develop the child’s cognitive, intellectual, physical, social and emotional skills. These areas of 
development aim to develop the holistic child and are rarely taught or developed in isolation. 
These areas are developed by children using 3 Characteristics of learning: 
 

· Playing and exploring 

· Active learning 

· Creative and thinking critically 

Teaching and Learning Through Play 
 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play and carefully 
considered continuous provision. This is facilitated through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities, 
which responds to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm, 
positive interaction. 

 
Through play, our children explore and develop learning that helps them make sense of the world. It is an 
essential and rich part of their learning process, supporting them in all areas of development. Play is a 
powerful motivator encouraging children to be creative and to develop their ideas, understanding and 
language. Play is also flexible and able to suit the preferred learning style of the child. It can provide 
multiple ways for children to learn a variety of different skills and concepts. 

 

We organise the day to provide a balance between the following:-. 
 

· Child Initiated Activities - children make choices from within the learning environment to meet 
his/her outcome for learning. 
 

· Adult Initiated Activities- practitioners provide the resources to stimulate and consolidate learning. 

 
· Adult Directed Activities – children engage in planned activities to meet specific learning 

outcomes. 
 
Observation, Assessment and Planning 

 

Observation is the main assessment tool in the Foundation stage. Practitioners make purposeful 
observations whilst playing and engaging with the children. These are shared with the team, either verbally 
or through the use of Evidence Me. This helps practitioners to understand where the child is working in a 
particular area as well as what the child needs next. These observations also help the practitioners to 
understand what is each child’s preferred characteristic of learning, meaning adults in the Foundation stage 
can cater for this. The online observations are linked to the 7 different areas and sometimes a characteristic 



of learning, as well as usually having the child’s next steps written on. The electronic profile forms a holistic 
view of the child and are regularly shared with the parents or guardians. 

 
 
The observations and recorded next steps are used to inform planning. Effective planning provides varied 
and exciting activities that build upon children’s previous knowledge, extending their ideas and 
consolidating their knowledge. Therefore, our practitioners plan weekly for the children, following the 
children’s interests, considering all areas of development they have observed, as well as the children’s 
learning characteristics. 

All members of the Reception Team take an active part in planning for the children. By taking into account 
the individual needs, interests, and stage of development for each child in their care, they plan challenging 
and enjoyable learning experiences. 
Planning within the EYFS for Reception consists of; a weekly Phonics, English and Maths plan and a 
weekly Continuous Provision Plan which can be annotated and adapted daily as well as weekly in order to 
be evaluated and informing planning for the following day/week. 

 
Forms of Planning in the EYFS: 

· Planning for phonics originates from Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS). There is a weekly 
English plan which forms the basis of teaching children to read and write. 
 

· The weekly plan for Maths indicates the differentiated, main teaching activity and independent 
challenge activities that are linked to the learning objective for that week. This learning objective is 
then a focus when adults are engaging in the children’s play.  
 

· The Continuous Provision Plan highlights focus curriculum areas for the week that are specific to 
the needs of the children and covers individual interests to develop a love for learning. 
 

· In the moment planning is a focus in EYFS, practitioners are encouraged to play with the children 
and move their learning forward in that moment. This could be linked to a specific Learning 
Objective for the week or could be linked to other areas of child development. 
 

· English and Maths planning is adapted later in the academic year to support the transition 
into KS1. 

 
Assessment: 
 
We undertake the statutory Reception Baseline Assessment as well as our own baseline assessment. 
Formal judgements of the children’s progress in each area of development is carried out once a term in 
nursery and Reception, meaning that 3 judgements of the children will be made in the school year. 
The Development Matters document is used as guidance to support assessment judgements. 
These will be recorded on the schools Insight tracking system. 

 

Activities that occur in the EYFS: 
The EYFS curriculum allows for a diverse and creative approach to teaching and learning. Although there 
are many opportunities to plan and teach holistically, some sessions call for more direct teaching. This will 
prepare children for their future educational journey at Lydbrook. 
 

• Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) Phonics 

• Whole class session moving to small groups dependent on need and ability 
• Opportunities to explore and use taught skills independently during learning time, with resources 

prepared and supplied accordingly. 
• In Reception an English or Maths: (White Rose Maths or Maths Passport) focus input occurs most 

mornings. 
• In Reception an English adult directed activity per week provides challenge for children through 

carefully pitched group activities. 
• Two PE sessions a week (reception) One session in Nursery 
• A weekly Forest Schools session weekly 
• Planned and resourced activities linked to other areas of the curriculum and children’s interests 
• On-going opportunities for children to use and apply skills through play and for the children to lead 

the learning through their interests 

 

 

 



Transition into Lydbrook Foundation Stage 
 

Transition into Reception starts as soon as a child starts in Robins Nursery. This will increase during the 

Summer Term before the children begin school. Once the child’s place has been confirmed, a Reception 

Team member will arrange to visit the children at other Nursery or Preschool setting, where they will get to 

observe and interact with the child in a comfortable and familiar environment for them. It also provides the 

practitioner with the opportunity for professional discussions with preschool staff that know the child, 

providing a rounded picture of the child. 

The children will also have multiple opportunities to visit their new setting. All children, no matter which 

setting they are from, will be invited to Reception for a series of sessions. 

In September, there is a phased entry. The children attend morning and lunch sessions for the first week 

and then full days from week two onwards. 

Partnership with Parents 
 

We recognise that the children’s learning starts long before school with their parents and guardians and, as 

a school, we are committed to developing and nurturing strong home-school links and relationships. This 

can have a very positive impact on a child’s development, but relies on a two-way flow of information and 

knowledge. Lydbrook Primary School Early Years develops a positive relationship with parents through by: 

Parent meetings 

Before the children start at Lydbrook, parents are invited in to talk to the class teachers to discuss any worries 

they have for their child starting school and for the teachers to find out lots of information about the child. In 

Autumn 1 an additional parent meeting takes place for reception parents to provide more information 

regarding the curriculum and how the EYFS looks at Lydbrook Primary School. 

 

Parent evenings 

These will occur in the Autumn term and Spring term. The Autumn term meeting will allow the teacher and 

parents to discuss how their child has settled in, and the Spring term will allow a discussion about how the 

year has gone and to discuss the transition to Year 1. 

 

Reading 

Children will take home a reading book and reading record nightly. Parents are encouraged to read with their 

child 3x per week, and children receive a reward for achieving this. Parents and practitioners record in the 

reading record when they have read a reading book with the child, allowing parents and practitioners to 

communicate. 

 

Parent postcard 

Parent postcards are available for all parents on the Evidence Me app. Parents are encouraged to share 

learning and experiences that take place at home with the class teachers and are able to do so on the 

Evidence Me app. All postcards shared are seen by teachers and go towards building up a bigger picture to 

the child’s learning journey. 

 

Parent share on Tapestry 

A selection of observations from their child’s electronic profile are shared with parents weekly, allowing them 

to view the learning that has taken place that week as well as a regular update on the progress that their child 

is making throughout their Reception year. 

· 

 



Stay and Play sessions 

Parents are invited into school each half term (6 times a year) to participate in sessions with their child. 

These may be performances, classroom based or Forest School based. 

 
Information sessions 
Parents and carers are invited to attend  information sessions based on early reading, phonics and Maths 
Passports. This enables them to work in partnership with school to support their child.  

 

Inclusion in the Foundation Stage 
 

At Lydbrook, we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their 
best. In the Foundation Stage, we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our 
children. Our planning reflects the needs of both boys and girls, children with special educational needs, 
children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, 
children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 
In accordance with the SEND Code of Practice, the ‘Graduated Pathway’ is followed with ‘My Plans’ and ‘My 
Plan+’ being written for children with special needs and are reviewed three times a year. Practitioners also 
work closely with outside agencies such as the Advisory Teacher Service, the Educational Psychologist, the 
Speech and Language therapist and the Occupational Therapist. These partnerships ensure that these 
children are having all of their needs met. 
Partnerships with vulnerable children’s preschools are also built, with the SENCo or class teacher attending 
prominent Team Around the Child meetings in the Summer term before school entry. This allows staff and 
the setting prepare for the children’s arrival, making transition as smooth and successful as possible. 

 
 

Monitoring and reviewing 
 

It is the responsibility of all staff members to follow the principles stated in this policy. There is a named 
Governor responsible for the EYFS who provides oversight and feedback provide to the Head Teacher 
and whole Governing Body, raising any issues that require discussion. In addition, the Head teacher will 
carry out monitoring on the EYFS as part of the SDP and the whole school monitoring schedule. 

 
Safeguarding and welfare procedures 

 

It is important to us that all children in our school are safe. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules 
and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them 
develop this important life skill. Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to 
recognise and avoid hazards. We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. 

 

Our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our safeguarding policy. 
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